TRINITROTOLUENE

CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTION
THE almost universal adoption of trinitrotoluene
as the most efficient explosive in modern warfare; the
development and refinement of its manufacture,
and the interesting chemistry of its compounds, as
well as those of the lower nitro-derivatives of toluene
has prompted quite extensive research as to their
composition, structure, manufacture, properties and
uses. The fact that the results of these researches
have been varied; often quite contradictory; some-
what disconnected and expressed with some confusion
of terms would seem to warrant the publication of this
little volume in which an attempt is made to gather
together and correlate all accessible information on
the subject, both theoretical and practical.
Since the chemical name " trinitrotoluene" is
rather mysterious to the non-scientific mind, and since
it is also much too lengthy for general use in this age
of efficiency, concentration and hustle, there have been
coined many abbreviations and substitutions of the
word. In general these terms are local only, but, by